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. yTo: Bud Knowles, Administrator Hamilton County Election Commission
iu,i?i“'{ From: John Bailes, Chair Hamilton County Democratic Party
~  Date: Feb. 19, 2008
RE: Voting Irregularities on Feb. 5, 2008 & Requests for Upcoming Elections

On Tennessee’s Presidential Primary Election Day, Feb. 5, 2008, the Hamilton County
Democratic Party received several calls from various voters and poll watchers concerned
with voting irregularities (see attached list). These irregularities ranged from voter
accessibility and voter intimidation to voting machine problems and ballot mix-ups.

It is my belief that these voters and poll watchers reported these irregularities in good
conscience and with a desire to make positive changes so that all voters have access,
accuracy, competence, and civility at the polls.

Many of these voters and poll watchers reported to our party because they had trouble
contacting the Election Commission. While I know that the Election Commission takes

these issues seriously, the perception was otherwise for some voters. So that is why I
have brought these concerns to your attention.

In a spirit of cooperation, the Hamilton County Democratic Party seeks to resolve these
issues by suggesting a proactive approach for our upcoming August and November
elections. We are making three requests for our upcoming elections in August and
November:

1. An adequate number of Election Commission hotlines for voters, poll watchers,
and poll workers to use for questions, concerns, ete., along with web access to
“My Voting Information” for all browsers.

2. Atleast 80% of the ballots printed and ready to reach polls.

Required competency and civility training for all poll workers, including “a test

for competency and civility.”
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LARRY & REBECCA BATES

8470 SNow RIDGE DRIVE
OOLTEWAH, TN 37363
PHONE: 423-238-2990
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February 10, 2008

Mr. Bud Knowles
Election Commission
700 River Terminal Drive
Chattanooga, TN 37406

Re: Precinct 60 - Ooltewah 1
Dear Mr. Knowles,

This letter is a follow-up to my phone conversation with you on February 7. As discussed, we
encountered problems while voting at the above named precinct on February 5, 2008.

Upon entering the precinct, we filled out the voting form declaring Democratic primary preference. We
then presented identification and the clerk verified our voter registration and directed us to the shortest line
to receive our ballot. Neither line was identified as Republican or Democrat. My wife, Rebecca Bates,
was ahead of me in line and the gentleman gave her a Republican ballot. She brought this to his attention
and he seemed frustrated and confused that she wanted a Democratic ballot even though her form was
clearly marked Democratic. The other man sitting next to him acted as if we were creating a problem and
stated that prior to this no problems had occurred. He was constantly talking, and from our perception,
adding to the confusion. | went back to the clerk who had directed us to use the shortest line and told her
she was in error and our form had clearly stated Democratic and not Republican. She seemed surprised
that there were different lines for Republican and Democrat. The officer in charge then walked over to the
ballot table and directed the talkative clerk to give my wife a Democratic ballot. The clerk gave her a
Democratic ballot but kept repeating that he couldn’t understand why there was such a problem. |
explained to him that the problem wasn't us, but in my opinion some of the people working at the precinct
were inept. We voted and then left the precinct wondering if problems such as this had happened
throughout the day.

On February 7" | read a Letter to the Editor in the Chattanooga Times-Free Press from Mrs. Donna
Golden who encountered a problem similar to ours six hours prior to us voting. Since we were told that
there had been no confusion like this before us, it seems as if this precinct may be creating problems for
Democratic voters. In our opinion, this precinct was very disorganized and poorly run. We would hope
that the precinct is staffed by equal numbers of Democratic and Republican poll workers to allay any
perception of bias. We want to think that the poll workers were simply tired and not up to par. We
respectfully request that you and the precinct manager take the necessary steps to ensure no other voters
encounter problems like this.

Fion

Enclosure: Donna Golden’s Letter to the Editor

Sincerely,
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- 'walk out of the place.

County discourages
Democratic vote?

Is there something going on
in Hamilton County to try and
discourage Democrats from
voting? I am a Democrat and
went to my poll in Ooltewah to
vote and I saw a sign that said

. “Republican Ballots” attached

to a table. I went to the table
and asked where the Democrat
table was and was told there
was not one, they didn’t need
one. I'refused to vote until they
made it equal. The poll worker
then showed me the sign for
Democrats that he had torn up.
He told me that I was causing
trouble and it might make him

I then went to the officer of
that poll and complained and he
went and took down the Repub-
lican sign and said “Now;, there
are no signs”

1 learned later that the polls

~ onBonny Oaks Drive ran out of

Democrat ballots and the voters
had to wait for an hour to vote.
Iwonder how many went home
without voting.
: DONNA GOLDEN
Ooltewah
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70 SUBMIT LETTERS

~every 30 days. Letters may be
“edited for clarity and length.

& Must be signed with name,

- address and telephone
number. . o0
& Sendto: Editorial page

editor (either Times or Free '

« Press), PO, Box 1447, - ¢
_ Chattanooga, TN 37401; o

Unfortunately, obscene
deficit spending and “borrow-
ing from our grandchildren”
increased by historic propor-
tions under Ronald Reagan.
True economic stimulus could
have resulted from investing
$1,000,000,000,000 ($1 trillion)
at home rather than squander-
ing it on the abomination that is
Mr. Bush’s war in Iragq.

DON STRICKLAND
Signal Mountain

The Rev. Slater
was perfect pastor
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 (200-words or less), legible
and not more-often than one

~ Letters to the Editors

of dollars at the drugstore. Buy
a box of mothballs. Remove sev-
eral and place in the location of
infestation and they will soon
leave. It doesn’t take many.
MARTHA G. BUSH

Tennessee taxes

stock profit income

An article in the paper says
Tennessee doesn’t have an
income tax. That is in gross
error. If you own stocks that
pay dividends, you are defi-
nitely required to pay income
tax. There is no tax on payrolls,
but there is on dividends from
stocks and interest income.

I'worked for a company that
averaged a 450 to 500 men work
force and nothing was withheld
except.union dues.

HARRY LEE WALTON M.D.

Lookout Mountain, Ga.

(EDITOR’S NOTE: Ten-
nessee has the “Hall income
tax” onstock and some inter-
est income, but no general
tax on income.)

Bible is God’s word; -

abartion is wrono!




